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KAPINARA PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Grievance 

MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands) [9.53 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Education, Hon Peter 
Collier, MLC. Representing Hon Peter Collier is Hon John Day and I am grateful that he is in the chamber to 
hear this grievance on behalf of the minister today. My grievance to the Minister for Education concerns the 
outdated and unsatisfactory preprimary playground equipment plus the need for financial support for capital 
works at Kapinara Primary School on Catesby Street in City Beach. Kapinara Primary School first opened in 
1967. Third generation children now attend this iconic school and current students are still using the original 
freestanding metal play equipment with no permanent fixtures. The current preprimary play equipment at the 
school has been labelled unsafe and disgraceful. On 14 June 2012, the school parents and citizens association 
made a submission to the Department of Education to upgrade the kindergarten and preprimary playground 
equipment. The school’s submission was declined by the department, which in one line stated that the school’s 
submission for the funding was unsuccessful and it may reapply in 2013. On 22 February 2013, the school 
reapplied only to be knocked back a second time.  

The school’s P&C is an active and dedicated group of parent volunteers who work tirelessly to support the 
various projects identified by the school as vital. Without the P&C’s work, the school would rely entirely on 
education department funding. On receipt of the latest refusal, the P&C committee decided to split the 
playground project into two stages. Stage 1, the kindergarten project, was approved by the P&C on 22 October 
2013 and an amount of $24 000 entirely sourced from P&C fundraising efforts was committed for a January 
2014 commencement with completion one week prior to the start of term 1. The preprimary playground project, 
stage 2, is on hold pending further funding. The budget estimate for stage 2 is about $80 000. It is a significantly 
larger area that requires greater preliminary earthwork activity given that there is no straightforward access point 
to the area, plus the additional natural-based equipment that is to be sourced. On completion, this playground, as 
intended, will remain for future generations. A major fundraiser, the Kapinara community fair, was held on 
Saturday, 9 November on the school oval. I attended this fair and was encouraged at seeing a strong attendance. 
The money raised from that event shall contribute to the upgrade of the preprimary playground.  

While the school’s P&C is tirelessly working to raise funds for the playground, this project is not the only 
submission that has been declined by the Department of Education. Kapinara Primary School has also been 
subject to several other funding knockbacks from the department for much-needed capital works. These include, 
first, the old library conversion into two classrooms at a cost of $20 000, which was fully funded by the school, 
plus $5 000 as a 50 per cent contribution was raised for the carpet upgrade. Second, painting of the school 
passageway at a cost of more than $13 000 was fully funded by the school. Third, air conditioning in each 
classroom at a cost of over $70 000 was fully funded by the P&C. Fourth, there was a request for the school car 
park extension. Through extensive negotiation and consultation, the education department acknowledged that the 
car park was a priority matter. Plans were developed and submitted with a completion date of August 2013. 
However, on 29 July 2013, the project was suddenly declined due to a lack of funding. There is no indication as 
to when it may proceed. Fifth, the school cable and electrical upgrade project still requires funding. Sixth, two 
further vital projects need completion at the school—namely, a preprimary verandah upgrade and a toilet block 
upgrade. These projects have occupational health and safety implications. The preprimary toilet block project 
reached the feasibility stage; however, on 2 September 2013, the school was advised by the department that the 
project had been put on hold due to a lack of funding.  

Identifying which schools take priority over others in terms of capital works, building deterioration, wear and 
tear and infrastructure replacement is a difficult position for the department. Whilst I appreciate this position, I 
question the rhetoric of the department, quoting in its correspondence to the school that Kapinara school is not a 
priority at this point in time. I believe that the priority of capital works for all our school playground equipment 
and school infrastructure should be based on need, not on postcode. To meet the increasing population of 
students and the changing needs of Kapinara Primary School, I request that the minister review all previous and 
current funding applications for the school, taking into account the history I have outlined today. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.58 am]: I acknowledge the member for 
Churchlands’ interest in this issue and his diligence in advocating for his local community, and the students and 
families at Kapinara Primary School in particular. The background to this issue is that in direct terms the 
provision of playground equipment is the responsibility of individual schools. However, grants are made 
available to schools for minor works and they are able to use this funding, often together with contributions from 
the school community, to purchase new equipment. In addition, the playground equipment shade shelter program 
has provided grants of up to $20 000 to schools that are considered eligible according to their assessment in 
relation to disadvantage and/or need. The program was announced originally in 2011–12 and is funded through 
to 2016–17, to a total of $6 million. So far, there have been three rounds of the program, with each round of 
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applications heavily subscribed by primary schools, district high schools and education support centres across 
the state. 

It is also worth putting in context the capital works program across the government school education system in 
Western Australia. In the current financial year, $582 million has been allocated for new schools and to improve 
infrastructure for government school students across the state; and over the current four-year forward estimates 
period, a total of $1.475 billion has been allocated. That is a very large amount of government funding for the 
construction of new schools and the upgrading of existing schools. The increase in the number of students in 
government schools has placed significant pressure on the capital works program for the building of new 
schools, the replacement, refurbishment and maintenance of existing schools, and the staffing of additional 
classes.  

As I have said, in the current year, 2012–13, an additional $4 million has been allocated over a four-year period 
for the playground equipment shade shelter program. An average of 50 schools are provided with funding in 
each round. In the most recent round, 274 schools applied for a share of the $1 million available through that 
program. A success rate of 50 schools out of 274 indicates just how competitive the process is, and obviously 
judgments need to be made about which schools have the greatest need. Schools receive funding in their annual 
school grants for minor works, and they can put those funds towards the replacement of playground equipment. 
The next round of funding for playground equipment grants will be advertised in March next year. Kapinara 
Primary School is, of course, encouraged to apply for that funding, as are other schools around the state that have 
similar needs. A comprehensive assessment will be done of the needs at Kapinara, as is the case with other 
schools. It is interesting to note also that over the last three years, $727 533 has been expended at Kapinara 
Primary School on maintenance items, including replacement of the roof, and minor works. Obviously that does 
not assist in the provision of play areas for children at that school. But a substantial sum of money has been 
expended at that school for necessary works. That is an indication of the demands that are placed on the 
consolidated fund and the overall state budget for funding for the upgrading and improvement of schools across 
the state.  
I am advised that Kapinara Primary School will be given every consideration as future capital works programs 
are compiled and decisions are made. The member for Churchlands has made a strong case on behalf of 
Kapinara Primary School. However, that request needs to be considered in the context of all the applications that 
are made across the state and the many needs that exist. We recognise that a strong argument has been put by 
Kapinara Primary School, and I am sure the needs of that school will be considered fairly in the context of the 
relative needs of other schools across the state, their geographic location and the age of the playground 
equipment.  
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